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A five-day  5th International Food Legumes Research  Conference  (IFLRC V)
was  held during April 26-30, 2010 at Antalya, Turkey. This was concurrently held
with 7th European Conference on Grain Legumes (AEP VII). Over 300 grain legume
scientists f rom
different parts of the
globe met at  this
conference to  put forth
concrete steps that
will greatly enhance
production of grain
legumes for the next
25 years. The
conference provided
an opportunity to all
participants to
interact, develop mutual cooperation and joint programmes. The theme of the
conference was “ Legumes for Global Health”.

International participation came from USA, UK, Canada, Australia, Germany,
Netherlands, South Africa, Denmark, Syria, India, etc. The conference hosted 41
speakers from across the globe.  Prominent amongst them were Dr.
J.D.H.Keatinge, Director General, World Vegetable Centre, Dr. William Erskine,
Director, CLIMA, Australia, Dr. K.H.M.Siddique, University of Western Australia,
Dr. A. Vandenberg, University of Saskatchewan, Canada, Dr. C.L.L. Gowda,
ICRISAT, India, and Dr. N. Nadarajan, Director, IIPR. During five  days of the
conference, scientific deliberations were held in 14 different sessions viz., Grain
legumes and interaction with environment, Human health and grain legumes,
Biofortification of grain legumes, Innovations in genetics, Adapting grain legumes
to climate change, New uses of grain legumes in feeds, etc.  Plenary and invited
lectures were delivered by the eminent scientists, besides poster presentations.
More than 250 posters were displayed during various sessions. Only one  paper
was selected for the Best Poster Award, which was from IIPR, Kanpur. During the
discussion on different themes, attempts were made to review the progress and
identify future direction of research in the context of changing global scenario.

Dr. N. Nadarajan, Director, Indian Institute of Pulses Research, Kanpur  was
nominated  as member of the International Steering Committee for IFLRC VI (to
be held in 2015), representing  Asia.
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The Annual Group Meet   of
AICRP on Pigeonpea and
MULLaRP was inaugurated by  Dr.
Tej Pratap,  Hon’ble Vice-
Chancellor, CSK HPKV, Palampur
in the presence of  Dr. V.D. Patil,
ADG (O&P), ICAR,  Dr. N.
Nadarajan, Director, IIPR;  Dr. S.P.
Sharma, Director Research, CSK
HPKV, Palampur; Dr. J.S. Sandhu,
ADG (Seed), ICAR,  Dr. N.D.
Majumder, Project Coordinator
(Pigeonpea) and Dr. B.B. Singh,
Project Coordinator (MULLaRP) at
CSK HPKV, Palampur on May 16,
2010. About 200 delegates from
different parts of the country
participated in the meet. While
welcoming the delegates, Dr. S.P.
Sharma  presented a brief account
of pulse programme of the
University and its achievements.

Dr. N. Nadarajan, Director,
IIPR presented the scenario of
Kharif  pulses production in the
country and showed his concern
over comparatively low production

Annual Group Meet on Kharif Pulses Organized

of pigeonpea, mungbean and
urdbean. He also described about
the Government Programme for
6000 demonstrations as a short
term strategy for increasing pulse
production in the country. He also
called upon the    scientists to
ref ine the production and
protection technologies on pulses.
He emphasized on pre-breeding
efforts and situation specific trials
so that useful material could be
developed for the future.

Dr. B.B. Singh, Project
Coordinator (MULLaRP)
highlighted the major
achievements of  the programme
undertaken on mungbean and
urdbean. He informed the house
that  there was vast scope to
expand mungbean and urdbean
during rabi and spring seasons
particularly in the South India.
He expressed his satisfaction
over the inclusion of  newly
released variet ies in seed
production chain.

The Inst itute Research
Council meeting was held under
the chairmanship of Dr.
N. Nadarajan, Director, on May 26,
28, 29 and June 02, 2010. The
meeting was attended by all Heads
of Divisions/Sections, Project
Coordinators and scientists of the
Institute. Dr. Nadarajan, while
dwelling upon the status of pulse
production in the country during
2009-10 said that the production of
pigeonpea, mungbean and

Dr. N.D. Majumder,  Project
Coordinator (Pigeonpea)
presented research highlights of
pigeonpea during 2009-10. He also
presented the status of germplasm
and breeder seed production in
pigeonpea.

Dr. Tej Pratap,  Vice
Chancellor, CSK HPKV, Palampur
in his eloquent speech described
the situation of escalating prices of
pulses and discussed the possible
options for increasing production
apart from making prices of pulses
affordable to masses. He called
upon the scientists to find options
for growing pulses in non-traditional
areas, making pulses as essential
component in cropping systems.
He expressed his confidence that
the present crisis of  pulse
production could be averted with
the strong farming base in the
country, tremendous bio-diversity
of pulse crops and Government
support.

Institute Research Council Meeting Held

urdbean was less by 0.8 m t, 0.5
m t and 0.3 m t, respectively, which
was compensated by chickpea. He
informed the house that three
varieties of kabuli chickpea, two of
mungbean and one of fieldpea
were identified. Dr. Nadarajan
called upon the scientists to focus
on frontier areas such as hybrid
pigeonpea, transgenics,
identification of new race-specific
donors for Fusarium wilt
resistance, nutritional mitigation,

water management, increase in
rice-fallow area under pulses, pre-
breeding, drought tolerance, gene
pyramiding, etc. He further
stressed that there must be
focussed research and success
stories should be published to
highlight the research
achievements. Results and
achievements under the on-going
research programmes were
presented by the respective
scientists. Technical programmes
for 2010-11 were discussed and
finalized.




